KEY FINDINGS:
Adolescents who experienced a parent or sibling being deployed were more likely to experience depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts compared to adolescents with no parent or sibling in the military; one deployment increased this risk by 27% and two or more deployments increased the risk by 38%. Meaningful participation in school, feeling safe at school, and having caring relationships at school increased adolescents' sense of well-being. Adolescents experienced reduced depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts when they reported increased school connectedness and sense of safety at school.
IMPLICATIONS FOR PROGRAMS:
Programs could:
Provide education to military families regarding the relationship between adolescent well-being, family member deployment, and school climate Engage Service members and their families in school programs that increase caring relationships at school, school connectedness, and safety in school Provide information to Service members regarding the relationship between deployment and depressive symptoms and suicidal ideation in adolescent family members, either siblings or children
LIMITATIONS
Limited demographic information were gathered (i.e., socioeconomic status), which limits generalizability. The study was a cross-sectional design, so causality cannot be determined between the well-being measures of the students and their military connections and school climates. The study assessed school climate as global and static, while students' experiences of school climate may fluctuate, limiting its application to all parts of the school experience. 
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